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INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

STATE OF MARYLAND

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

STATE GENETIC PATERNITY TESTING SERVICES
CSEA/DNA-16-001- S
AMENDMENT NO. 3
July 27, 2015
Dear Prospective Bidders: 

This amendment is being issued to amend certain information in the above-named IFB.  All information contained herein is binding on all Bidders who respond to this IFB.  A specific part of the IFB has been amended.  The change is listed below.  New language has been double underlined and marked in bold (i.e. word), and language that has been deleted has been marked with a strikethrough (i.e. word). 

1. Revise IFB Section 1.38 as follows:

This solicitation does not require a Business Associate Agreement to be submitted with the Bid.Based on the determination by the Department that the functions to be performed in accordance with this solicitation constitute Business Associate functions as defined in HIPAA, the recommended awardee shall execute a Business Associate Agreement as required by HIPAA regulations at 45 C.F.R. §164.501 and set forth in Attachment K. This Agreement must be provided within ten (10) Business Days of notification of proposed Contract award; however, to expedite processing, it is suggested that this document be completed and submitted with the Bid/Proposal. Should the Business Associate Agreement not be submitted upon expiration of the ten (10) Business Day period as required by this solicitation, the Procurement Officer, upon review of the Office of the Attorney General and approval of the Secretary, may withdraw the recommendation for award and make the award to the responsible Bidder with the next lowest Bid or next highest overall-ranked Proposal.
2. Revise Section 4.7, “Documents Required upon Notice of Recommendation for Contract Award,” as follows:

Upon receipt of a Notification of Recommendation for Contract Award, the following documents shall be completed and submitted by the recommended awardee within ten (10) Business Days, unless noted otherwise. Submit three (3) copies of each with original signatures.

a. 
signed Contract (Attachment A),

b. 
completed Contract Affidavit (Attachment C),

c. 
signed Non-Disclosure Agreement (Attachment J), *see Section 1.37,

d. 
signed HIPAA Business Associate Agreement (Attachment K), *see Section 1.38,

e. 
copy of a current Certificate of Insurance with the prescribed limits set forth in Section 3.4 “Insurance Requirements,” listing the State as an additional insured, *see Section 3.4.
3. Revise the text under the heading “ATTACHMENT K – HIPAA Business Associate Agreement” in the list of IFB Attachments on page 41 as follows:

Not applicable to this Bid.This Attachment is to be completed and submitted within ten (10) Business Days of receiving notification of recommendation for award. However, to expedite processing, it is suggested that this document be completed and submitted with the Bid.
4. Revise subparagraph 35.2 to Attachment A – Contract as follows:

35.2
The Contractor agrees to comply with all applicable State and federal confidentially requirements, including Md. Code Ann., Human Services § 1-201.  This obligation includes restricting the use and disclosure of confidential records, generally providing safeguards against misuse of information, keeping a record of any disclosures of information, providing all necessary procedural and legal protection for any disclosures of information, promptly responding to any requests by the Department for information about its privacy practices in general or with respect to a particular individual, modifying information as may be required by good professional practice as authorized by law, and otherwise providing good information management practices regarding all confidential information. Based on the determination by the Department that the functions to be performed in accordance with the scope of work set forth in the solicitation constitute business associate functions as defined in HIPAA, the selected Bidder shall execute a business associate agreement as required by HIPAA regulations at 45 C.F.R. 164.501 and in the form as required by the Department.
5. Attachment K – HIPAA Business Associate Agreement is deleted from the IFB.
Bidders are reminded that they must acknowledge receipt of all amendments issued against the IFB in their Transmittal Letter (see IFB §§ 1.18 and 4.4.1).  If you require clarification of the information provided in this amendment, please contact me at (410) 767-7404, or via email at sang.kang@maryland.gov.

By Sang Kang, Procurement Officer

July 27, 2015

 

